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AGRICULTURAL STATISTICS, IRELAND, 
1889. 


THE EXTENT IN STATUTE ACRES AND THE PRODUCE 
OF THE CROPS ; 

WITH 

OBSERVATIONS 

OF THK 


DISTRICT INSPECTORS OB’ THE ROYAL IRISH CONSTABULARY AND OP THE 
SERGEANTS OS THE METROPOLITAN POLICE, 

WHO ACTED AS SOTEEUfTEHDENTS OF THE AGRICULTUEAL STATISTICS, IN THE TEAR 1889. 


TO HIS EXCELLENCY LAURENCE DUNDAS, EARL OF ZETLAND, 

LOUD LIBLTBNANT-GBNBRAL AND QBNBBAL GOVERNOR 07 IRELAND, 

&C. &C. <fcc. 


May it please your Excellency, 

I have the honour to lay before your Excellency the accompanying tables, concerning 
the produce of the crops in Ireland in the year 1889. 

The tables relating to the acreage under crops laid before your Excellency’s pre- 
decessor in August last have been carefully revised, and the figures regarding this 
subject contained in the present Report are as correct as such statistics can reasonably 
be expected to be. 

I hope early in this year to have all the available details regarding agriculture in 
Ireland in 1889 fully arranged and submitted to your Excellency in the usual annual 
detailed Report on Agricultural Statistics. 

The acreage under crops in 1889 compared with 1888, shows, in cereal crops, a 
decrease in wheat of 9,268 acres, and in oats of 41,906 acres, while barley exhibits an 
increase of 14,854 acres, rye of 1,844 acres, and here of 91 acres. In green crops — 
potatoes decreased by 17,332 acres, and mangel wurzel by 1,728 acres, but there is an 
increase of 3,676 acres in turnips. In other crops — flax increased by 39 acres; clover, 
sainfoin, and grasses under rotation increased by 42,510 acres', while meadow on per- 
manent pasture or grass, not broken up in rotation, decreased by 76,968 acres. Compared 
with the average acreage for the ten years 1879-1888 there is a decrease in all 
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the chief crops except rye, mangel wurzel, and hay; but rye increased by 6,820 
acres, mangel wurzel by 3,183 and hay by 167,591 acres. Wheat shows a decrease of 
18,477 acres, oats a decrease of 109,040 acres, and barley a decrease of 5,601 acres. 
Potatoes have decreased by 28,826 acres, turnips by 2,904 acres, and flax by 7,477 acres. 

The yield per acre of cereal crops in 1889, compared with 1888, exhibits an increase 
in wheat of 2 - 2 cwts., in oats of 0‘4 cwt., and in barley of 1’7 cwts., while there is a 
decrease in here of 0 - 3 cwt., and in rye of 0‘ 5 cwt. In other crops — potatoes show an 
increase of O' 5 ton ; turnips of 1'8 tons, and mangel wurzel of 1'2 tons, but flax shows 
a decrease of 1*7 stones. Hay on clover, sainfoin, and grasses under rotation shows the 
same rate in both years, and hay on permanent pasture or grass not broken up in 
rotation exhibits a decrease of 0'2 ton. The rates for 18S9, compared with the average 
Tates for the ten years 1879-1888, show in cereal crops an increase in wheat of 2'0 
cwts., in oats of 0'9 cwt., in barley of 2'5 cwts., and in rye of l'G cwts., while there is a 
decrease in here of 07 cwt. Id other crops there is an increase in potatoes of 0'2 ton, 
in turnips of 1'5 tons, in mangel wurzel of 17 tons, and in hay of 0'2 ton, while flax 
shows a decrease of 0'1 stone. 

The produce in 1889, as compared with 1888, shows, in cereal crops, an increase 
in wheat of 68,224 cwts., in oats of 2,007 cwts., in barley of 540,663 cwts., and in rye 
of 16,383 cwts. Potatoes show an increase of 324,415 tons, turnips of 583,171 tons, 
and mangel wurzel of 31,584 tons. There is a decrease of 1,232 tons in flax, an 
increase of 91,586 tons in hay on clover, sainfoin, and grasses under rotation, and 
a decrease of 418,531 tons in hay on permanent pasture or grass not broken up in 
rotation. 

The produce in 1889, as compared with the average produce of the ten years, 1879-1888, 
shows, in cereal crops, a decrease in wheat of 81,726 cwts., and in oats of 300,724 cwts. ; 
and an increase in barley of 371,287 cwts., in bere of 800 cwts., and in rye of 102,281 
cwts. In other crops in 1889, as compared with the average, there is an increase of 
52,080 tons in potatoes, of 411,522 tons in turnips, of 115,236 tons in mangel wurzel, 
and of 791,644 tons in hay, while there is a decrease of 1,359 tons in flax. 

Table I. — Showing the average yearly Extent of Land under the principal Crops in 
the ten years 1879-88 ; the extent in 1888 and 1889 ; the Increase or Decrease 
-in the extent under each crop in 1889 compared with 1888 ; and the extent in 
1889 above or below the average for the ten years 1879-88. 



Average yearly 
extent in the ten 
years, 1879-1888. 

Extent in 1888. 

Extent in 1889. 

Increase or Decrease in 
1889 compared with 18S8. 

Extent in 1889, 
compnrsd with the average 
oxtenr for the 10 years 
1879-1888. 

Increase. 

Decrease. 

Above. 

Below. 



Statute Acres. 

Statute Acres. 






"Wheat, 

108,222 

99,013 

89,745 


9,268 


18,477 

Oats, . 

1,347,992 

1,280,858 

1,238,952 


41,906 


109,040 

Barley, 

191,384 

170,929 

185,783 

14,854 



5,601 

Ber 


889 

380 

471 

91 


82 


Rye, . 

8,966 

13,942 

16,786 

1,844 


6,820 


Potatoes, 

816,060 

804,566 

787,234 


17,332 


28,826 

Turnips, 

300,817 

294,237 

297,913 

3,676 



2,904 

Mangel W urzel and 








Beet Root, 

40,838 

45,749 

44,021 


1,728 

3,183 


Flax, . 

121,129 

113,613 

113,652 

39 



7,477 


Clover, Sain- ^ 



" 



1 




foin, and / 











Grasses }■ 



627,732 

670,242 

42,510 





u 

under Ro- V 










i<! 

tation, . 
Permanent . 

2,019,931 







167,591 

. 

£ 

Pasture or ) 










'i 

Grass not V 



1,594,248 

1,517,280 


76,968 





broken up J 











in dotation J 











Tables showing the extent under Crops by Counties and Provinces, and by Poor Law 
Unions, will be found at pp. 8-9, 12-15. Tables showing the produce of the Crops by 
Counties and Provinces, and by Poor Law Unions, at pp. 10-11, 16-19. 
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Table II.— Showing the Average Rates of Produce per Acre of th® principal Crops for 
the 10 years 1879-1888; the Average Rates for 1888 and 1889 respectively; the 
Increase or Decrease in the Rate for each crop in 1889 compared with 1888, and 
with the Average Rate for the 10 years 1879-1888. 


Produce ner acre Avera 8° Rate of Average Rate of 
for tlie years '’"*“!{£ “™ 

1879-1888. lD 1888 ’ ,n 1889 ’ 


Rate of Produce in 1889 
Increase or Decrease in compared with average 

1889 compared with 1888. Rate for the 10 years 1879- 


Wheat, in Cwtg, 
Oats, ,, 

Barley, „ 


Potatoes, in Tons, 
Turnips, „ . 
MangelW urzel and 
BeetRootinTons, 
Flax in Stones of 
14 lbs., . 

’ Clover, Sain- . 
foin, and | 
' Grasses > 
under Ro- J 
tation, . ' 

‘ Permanent . 
>-> Pasture or | 

(xj Grass not > 

broken up l 
in Rotation } 


Table III. — Showing the Average yearly amount of Produce of the principal Crops 
for the 10 years 1879-1888, the Produce in 1888 and 1889 ; the Increase or Decrease 
in 1889 compared with 1888; and the amount of Produce of each Crop in 1889, 
above or below the Average Amount for the 10 years 1879-1888. 


Average yearly 
Amount of 

Produce for the Produce in 1SS8. Produce ii 
10 years 1879- 


1,01 I, 003 1 , OVIjUtJH 

17,933,369 17,630,638 17,632,645 


Potatoes, 

Turnips, 

Mangel Wurzel and 
Beet Root, 

Flax, . 

Clover, Sain- 
foin, and / 
Grasses > 

! under Ro- V 

■A tation. 1 
33 Permanent . 
Pasture or# 
Grass not V 
broken up l 
inRotation ' 


Increase or Decrease in 
1889 compared with 1888. 

The Produce in 1889 
compared with average 
Produce for the 10 yeara 
1879-1888. 

Increase. 

Decrease. 

Above. 

Below. 

Cwts. 

Cwts. 

Cwts. 

Cwts. 

68,224 

2,007 

540,663 

1,096 

16,383 


371,287 

800 

102,281 

81,726 

300,724 

Tons. 

Tons. 

Tons. 

Tons. 

324,415 

583,171 


52,080 

411.522 


31,584 

1,232 

115,236 

1^359 

91,586 

418,531 

791,644 
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Bee-keeping Statistics for the Season, 1888. 

The inquiries made in the preceding three years relative to the extent to which bee- 
keeping is followed in Ireland, and the degree of success attained in this special branch 
of rural economy, were repeated last year with reference to the season of 1888, and 
the results will be found set forth in Tables IY. and V., on pages 7 and -20. 

According to the Returns received in 1889 there would appear to have been a 
decrease of 7'4 per cent, in the number of swarms at work, and a decrease of 28 ‘6 per 
cent, in the quantity of honey produced in 1888, as compared with the preceding year. 

From the Table on page 7 it, will be seen that there were 26,447 swarms at work in 
Ireland during the season J 888, of which 8,421 were located in the province of Leinster ; 
6,674 in Munster; 9,129 in Ulster; and 2,223 in Connaught. Of the 26,447 swarms, 
9,145 were at work “in Hives having Movable Frames,” and 17,302 “in other 
Hives.” 

The quantity of honey produced, according to the Returns, was 328,092 lbs. ; of 
this, 84,887 lbs. were produced in the province of Leinster; 99,318 lbs. in Munster; 
99,757 lbs. in Ulster; and 44,130 lbs. in Connaught. Of the 328,092 lbs., 148,441 lbs. 
were produced “in Hives having Movable Frames,” and 179,651 lbs. “in other Hives.” 
It was stated that 193,089 lbs. was “Run Honey,” and '135, 003 lbs. “ Section Honey.” 

The average number of lbs. of honey to each hive having a movable frame was, for 
the whole of Ireland 16 lbs. ; in Leinster 14 lbs. ; in Munster IS lbs. ; in Ulster 15 lbs. ; 
and in Connaught 26 lbs. The average number of lbs. to each of the other hives was, 
for Ireland 10 lbs. ; in Leinster 8 lbs. ; in Munster 13 lbs.; in Ulster 9 lbs. ; and in 
Connaught 16 lbs. The average quantity produced in all hives was, in the whole of 
Ireland 12 lbs. ; in Leinster it was 10 lbs. ; in Munster, 15 lbs. ; in Ulster, 11 lbs. ; 
and in Connaught, 20 lbs. 

The number of stocks brought through the Winter of 1888-9, amounted to 21,486 ; 
of which 8,170 were in hives having movable frames, and 13,316 in other hives. See 
Table on page 20. 

According to the returns collected there were 7,751 lbs. of wax manufactured in 
1888 ; of which 2,707 lbs. were from hives having movable frames, and 5,044 lbs. from 
other hives. 

The Returns received in 1888 gave the number of swarms at work during the 
season of 1887 as 28,569 : the quantity of honey as 459,386 lbs. ; the number of stocks 
brought through the winter of 1887-8 as 23,212 ; and the quantity of wax manufactured 
in 1887 as 9,725 lbs. 


[Table. 
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The following Table shows, by Provinces, the number of Swarms at Work and 
Quantity of Honey produced during the season 1888 : — 


the 


Table IY.— Showing the Number of Swarms at Work and the Quantity of Honey Produced. 



No. or 

Swarms a 

Work. 



Honey Produced in Lbs 



Hobby 

s No. or Lia. or 
to bach Swarm. 

PROVINCES and 
COUNTIES. 

In 

Hires 

In 

other 

Total. 

InHlr 

unbaring Morablo 

Is 

othor Hire*. 

General 

In 

Hiraa 

Merabfn 

In 

In ai 


Frillies. 

Hires. 


.... 

Section. 

Total. 

Run. 

Sootlon. 

Total. 


Hires. 


Leinster Province 
C arlow County, 

224 

201 

425 

522 

1,639 

2,161 

1,129 







Dublin „ 


113 

815 

1,204 

1,655 

2,859 

317 

202 

519 

3,378 




Kildare ,, 


229 

423 

605 

1,255 

1,860 

1,667 







Kilkenny „ 

317 

1,166 

1,435 

781 

2,097 

2|878 

7,026 

1,602 

8,628 





King'* 

589 

906 



5,719 

4,972 
3,23 ! 

1,447 

6,419 

12,130 

18 



Longford „ 






361 

396 






Louth „ 


350 

479 



2,613 

2,074 

651 

2,725 

5,338 




Meath ,, 


819 

1,291 

2,005 

4,702 

6,707 

4,804 

1,873 








335 

480 

584 

1,699 

2,556 

2,283 

2,227 

230 


4,740 

16 



AV estmeath , , 


616 

793 


3,623 

3,924 

1,515 

5,439 

9,062 

20 



Wexford „ 


537 

907 

1,308 

4,301 

5,609 

2,813 

792 

3,605 




10 

8 

Wicklow „ 

244 

386 

630 

569 

1,746 

2,315 

2,358 

107 

2,465 

4,780 

9 

6 

Total, . 

2,787 

5,634 

8,421 

J 2,643 

26,345 

38,988 

36,543 

9.356 

45,899 

84,087 

14 

8 

10 

Monster Province. 
Clare County, 

187 

579 

716 

420 

2,014 

2,434 

6,579 

306 

6,885 

22,914 

9,319 

18 

12 

)3 

Cork „ 

648 

1,463 

2,111 



10,746 

14,653 

8,261 

33,660 

17 

16 



238 

215 

483 

1,535 

2,469 

•4,004 

1,892 

1,869 

3,761 

7,765 




Limerick „ 

326 

629 

955 

2,165 

5,769 

7,934 

4,243 

2,012 

6,261 

14,195 

24 

10 

16 

Tipperary „ 

513 

1,161 

1,664 

2,445 

5,769 

8,214 

9,755 

8,316 

13,071 

21,285 

16 

11 


Waterford „ 

211 

534 

745 

1,499 

2,710 

4,209 

7,841 

1,544 

8,885 

13,094 

20 

17 

18 

Total, 

2,073 

4,604 

0,674 

13,443 

•24,098 

37,541 

44,469 

17,308 

61,777 

99,318 

18 

13 

15 

Ulster Province. 
Antrim County, 

497 

670 

1,167 

2,169 

2,657 

4,826 

2,940 

745 

3,685 

8,511 

10 

5 

7 


2117 

501 

788 

537 


4,485 

2,807 

2.229 

1,238 

3,467 

7,952 

16 

7 

10 


181 

389 

570 


1,997 

280 

2,227 

5,034 

16 

6 

9 


606 

915 

1,521 

4,125 

6,439 

10,564 

6,490 

3,226 

3,286 

9,775 

20, 339 

17 

11 

13 


643 

668 

1,301 

3,683 


10,943 

1,054 

4,280 

15,223 

17 

7 

12 


136 

762 

890 

1,418 

856 

2,274 

8,641 

700 

9,341 

11.615 

17 

12 

13 


433 

391 


1,369 

3,235 

5,104 

2.703 


3,433 

8.517 


9 

10 


124 

442 

5GG 

1,230 

637 

1,917 

3,412 

874 

4,286 

6,203 

15 

10 

11 

Tyrone „ 

550 

944 

1,494 

2,743 

4,534 

7,277 

6,207 

2,879 

9,086 

16,363 

13 

10 

11 

Total, 

3,457 

5,672 

9,129 

19,723 

30,474 

60,197 

37,845 

11,715 

49,560 

99,767 

15 

9 

U 

Connaught Province 















408 

542 

950 

6,407 

5,856 

12,263 

7,714 

2,335 

1,784 

9,490 

21,761 

4.572 

30 

18 

23 


105 

214 

319 

400 



538 

2,873 

16 


14 


95 


280 

1,456 

1,915 

3,371 





35 

16 

23 




421 

1,101 

1,439 

2,540 

3,567 

806 

4,373 

6,913 

18 

16 

16 

Sligo n 

81 

172 

253 

615 

1,227 

1,842 

1,935 

713 

2,648 

4,490 

23 

15 

18 

Total, 

1128 

1,896 

2,223 

9,979 

11,736 

21,715 

18,444 

3,971 

22,415 

44,130 

26 

16 

20 

Total, Ireland, 

9,145 

17,302 

26,447 

55,788 

92,653 

148,441 

137,301 

42,350 

179,651 

328,092 

16 

10 

12 


I have the honour to remain 

Your Excellency’s faithful servant, 

THOS. W. GRIMSHAW, 

Registrar-General. 

General Register Office, 

Cuarlemont House, Dublin, 

21st January, 1890. 


Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 







